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this charitable work " obstinately or frowardly refused
to assist, he might be sent to the bishop, who would,
"according to his discretion, take order for the re-
formation thereof."

These provisions remained in force till 1555, ai*d
then they were simply re-enacted almost in the same
words, and stood till 1572. But important additions
were made in 1555 and 1562-3. By the act of 1555
(2 & 3 P. & M., c. 5) the rate-in-aid system was in-
troduced, in a semi-voluntary form, in consequence of
the same circumstances which long afterwards led to
the creation of the unions, and later still to the crea-
tion of the metropolitan common poor fund. In cities
and corporate towns not conterminous with a single
parish, the mayors and other head-officers were to
" consider the estate and ability " of every parish, and
if they found that the parishioners of any one parish
were "of such wealth and havour that they have
no poverty amongst them, or be able sufficiently to
relieve the poverty of the parish where they inhabit
and dwell, and also to help and succour poverty
elsewhere further," they might then, " with the assent
of two of the most honest and substantial inhabitants
of every such wealthy parish," consider the needs of
all the inhabitants of the town, " and move, induce, or
persuade the parishioners of the wealthy parish chari-
tably to contribute somewhat according to their ability
towards the weekly relief" of the poor in the other
parishes. By the act of 1562-3 (5 Eliz., e. 3) com-
pulsion by the civil magistrate was introduced. When
the bishop found himself unable to overcome the
obstinacy or frowardness of a person able but un-
willing to contribute, he was authorised to send the